
     

IFOP has new laboratories in Valparaíso
IFOP and Explora Valparaíso launch a campaign to learn about scien-

tific research in the sea 
IFOP conducted a hydroacoustic assessment cruise for small pela-

gics in Los Lagosinland waters
Survey seeks to find out Covid-19 impact on national aquaculture 

and fishing industry
Abate Molina ship set sail for anchovy and common sardine research

IFOP moves towards ecosystemic management with research in 
southern oyster fishery

Featured photos in May on our social networks
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IFOP has new labOra-
tOrIes In ValParaísO
It Is a 180 mIllIon Investment fInanced 
under corfo / IfoP Program.

an important remodeling was carried out on IfoP 
Valparaíso headquarters fourth floor, to adapt its 
structure to the institution’s new requirements, 
which is in charge of carrying out fisheries and 
aquaculture research which serve to advise national 
authorities on fisheries policies.

The new design included the creation of modern la-
boratories for age and growth, plankton and ocea-
nography, large meeting rooms, with more space 
and lighting, all decorated with art pieces by Jorge 
Muñoz, which provides a cozy work environment.

It is a totally new concept whch allows labs unifi-
cation and other departments that were scattered 
around the building. The marine operations de-
partment which is the unit in charge of everything 
related to the Abate Molina Scientific Vessel and the 
radio station that monitors the ship will also be lo-
cated here;the sampling management department 
will also have its offices at the new dependencies, 
this is the unit in charge of all the institution scien-
tific observers.
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executive director luis Parot explained “What 
is being done is a deep modernization of the 
building that started on the 4th floor, in order 
to facilitate our researchers and analysts work ; 
In a physical space with more natural light, with 
better technology and support tools for research 
development done at this place, it must be re-
membered that fisheries development Institute 
has a legal obligation to research about fisheries 
and aquaculture in order to advise 
the state on measures related 
to fisheries management 
and regulations ”
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along with journalist gabriela gutiérrez and the 
Institute Executive Director, Luis Parot.

In this regard, IFOP designers team, pointed out 
that “the discipline of graphic design is a key issue 
in clear and innovative communication of ideas, 
even more in the scientific area in which it is diffi-
cult to communicate in a simple and attractive 
way. This is the aim of this project, to offer interes-
ting content through a pleasant, creative and un-
derstandable visual communication for all public ”.

It should be noted that this campaign is 
part of an alliance sustained since 
2012 between Explora Valparaíso 
and Metro de Valparaíso, in order 

2

IFOP and exPlOra Val-
ParaísO launch a cam-
PaIgn tO learn abOut 
scIentIFIc research In 
the sea
“scIence to Protect the sea” Is the 
name of the neW scIentIfIc dIssemIna-
tIon camPaIgn launched In valParaí-
SO REgION, IN ORDER TO BRINg ScIENTIFIc 
culture and the ocean closer to all 
cItIzens.

In this new conmemorative month of the sea, 
fisheries development Institute (IfoP) and ex-
plora Valparaíso- which depends on the Science, 
Technology, Knowledge and Innovation Ministry, 
launched “science to protect the sea” campaign 
through their social networks to publicize scienti-
fic research carried out in chile and in valparaíso 
Region, to protect the ocean and its resources.

Through 9 attractive pictures, this project aimed 
at people of all ages, accounts for the work carried 
out by researchers from diverse scientific areas to 
understand marine species behavior, and to know 
details such as their reproduction and distribu-
tion, in order to learn to manage marine resources 
and thus promote responsible fishing.

“this campaign arises from the interest in sprea-
ding science’s importance in fishing activities care 
and ocean protection. In previous years, these 
contents have been placed on Valparaíso’s Metro 
station network, however, in this context of co-
vid-19, this series will be disseminated through 
social networks and other online platforms, ”said 
Mabel Keller, Explora Valparaíso Director.

In this way, “Science to protect the sea” teaches 
us why seabirds are important to know the state 
of the ocean, what is the red tide – which is not 
really red – why it is important to respect biologi-
cal closures and the relevance of age of the fish to 
determine the fishing quotas, among many other 
issues.

In order to carry out presented contents, the cam-
paign was coordinated by Explora Valparaíso’s 
team and the work of the team of researchers 
from IFOP Fishing Promotion Institute, and its de-
signers; carolina Irarrázaval and Natalia golsman, 
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to create knowledge democratization spaces and 
to contribute to scientific culture strengthening in 
valparaíso region.

IFOP conducted a hydro-
acoustic assessment cruise 
for small pelagics in Los La-
gosinland waters
Between April 20th and May 8th, Fisheries Develop-
ment Institute, (IFOP) conducted the small pelagics 
hydroacoustic assessment cruise in Los Lagos inland 
waters.

This campaign’s objective is to estimate pelagic 
southern sardines, common sardines and anchovies 
recruitment strength that will allow tuning the stock 
assessment models that will ultimately be the basis 
of IFOP’s advice to SUBPEScA for its administration. 
In addition to the acoustic evaluation, the environ-
mental and physical conditions of the ocean, the en-
vironmental supply of available food for fish, and the 
trophic behavior are measured.

Fishing engineer Jorge castillo, head of the project ; 
who referred to southern sardine mentioning :“is the 
most important pelagic species in Los Lagos,inland 
waters which supports an artisanal purse-seine fis-
hery made up of a fleet of about 21 vessels under 50 
tons of hold. this pelagic species spawns in late win-
ter and spring. the largest presence of juveniles in 
the area is recorded in the fall. Its stock is dependent 
on recruitment pulses, which varies between years 
according to environmental conditions and spawning 
success, hence the importance of performing this di-
rect evaluation using hydroacoustic techniques to es-
timate the strength of the recruitment that will allow 
projecting the population’s stock levels .

These results will define xploitation levels that en-
sure stock sustainability . Along with the above, we 
study factors that can cause alterations or changes 
in the levels of abundance and spatial distribution 
of resources, incorporating the study of the 
physical oceanographic variables of the 
sea, food supply and resources tro-
phic behavior”.
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Survey seeks to find out 
Covid-19 impact on natio-
nal aquaculture and fishing 
industry
data WIll be collected durIng thIs and 
NExT wEEK.

Fishing Development Institute (IFOP), is collecting 
information about the effects that cOVID-19 has 
caused in work and market environment, in local 
companies. This information will be available to 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Undersecretariat (SSPA), 
within the framework of the authority required 
knowledge in order to handle in the best way sec-
toral public policies.

“IFOP permanently monitors the sector producti-
ve performance as a whole . On this occasion, in 
the context of current health emergency that the 
country and the world are experiencing, we seek to 
compile data about the effect that cOVID-19 pan-
demic has had on local business. We do it through 
an online survey, focusing the investigation on cul-
tivating companies and on fishing plants, between 
the two they add up to more than 800 companies 
”, explained to AQUA Johanna Rojas Rojo IFOP Eco-
nomics Section researcher in charge of corporate 
communications .

–Along with stressing out that data will be collec-
ted during the present and next week, Johanna Ro-
jas said that answering the survey takes less than 
15 minutes. To facilitate its response, the survey 
has been sent in two formats (online and Word). 
Those companies, especially MSMEs and SMEs 
that together are 70%, who have not received the 
survey, are urged to contact the person in charge at 
johanna.rojas@ifop.cl, and / or at cell +56 9 8259 
8604).

Abate Molina ship set sail for 
anchovy and common sardi-
ne research
On wednesday May 6th with a crew of 28 peo-
ple, Fisheries Development Institute Abate Molina 
Scientific vessel sailed off Valparaíso’s Port to as-
sess and characterize anchovy and common sardi-
ne stock resources present between the regions 
of Valparaíso and Los Lagos, through hydroacous-
tic method, during the period of maximum re-
cruitment and immediate autumn.

In this scientific journey, Enrique Quiero as ship 
captain and fishing engineer Álvaro saavedra as 
the cruise’s head.

Luis Parot Donoso, IFOP executive director, explai-
ned “for 31 days our professionals will evaluate 
sardines and anchovies recruitment between the 
regions of Valparaíso and Los Lagos, it is a very in-
tense cruise that investigates resources situation 
specially those that are very important from an 
economic point of view for artisanal and industrial 
fishing ”.

Regarding covid 19 pandemic, Parot added 
“strict health safety protocols and crew’s 
and researchers commitment make it 
possible to continue working”
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IFOP moves towards ecosys-
temic management with re-
search in southern oyster 
fishery
at magallanes regIon.

fisheries development Institute (IfoP) joitly with 
Walton family foundation (Wff) is developing 
the project named “ecosystemic evaluation of 
southern scallop fishery (chlamys vitrea) in Parry 
Bay fjord, Multiple Use Marine Protected coastal 
Area (AMcP-MU), Almirantazgo bay, Magallanes 
region, chile”.

dr. carlos montenegro head of the project explai-
ned “magallanes and chilean antarctic region has 
experienced an artisanal fishing activity sustained 
increase in the last 10 years, an increase that has 
been associated with fishermen immigration pro-

cess, mainly from Los Lagos, Aysén and Biobío 
regions also to fishing companies establishment 
that commercialize fresh refrigerated resource in 
European, American and Asian markets. This has 
translated into a greater fishing effort, but it has 
also meant a greater job offer, which has trans-
formed fishery benthic resource into one of the 
region’s main economic axes.

A special case is southern oyster extraction, a 
Patagonian channels endemic species associa-
ted with fjords and channels in the Magallanes 
region in southern chile, which, from 1990s, 
generated an important fishery. reaching a his-
torical maximum of 3,670 tons landed in 1998, 
dropping dramatically to 209 tons in 1999. Star-
ting in 2001 and given the condition of over-
exploitation that this resource presented, the 
authority had an extraction ban for the entire 
Region for a 3 years period, which was exten-
ded until 2005”.

The project will last 21 months.

return
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Featured photos in May on our social networks
Photos: Miguel Llancabure / Scientific Observer
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Photos: Francisco Bertrán / Scientific Observer


