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The Progressive Management Pathway for Aquaculture Biosecurity (PMP/AB) was developed as a
new paradigm shift in the way challenges posed by diseases of aquatic organism are being handled.

While aquatic food systems continue to increase their contribution to food security and nutrition and
livelihood and income, diseases will remain as one of the most significant impediments to the the

sustainability of the aquaculture industry. Recognizing the transboundary nature of aquatic diseases,
effective biosecurity systems are needed at enterprise, national and international levels. When put

in place proactively and preventatively, biosecurity measures are less expensive than solution-based,
reactionary responses to outbreaks.This publication informs on the history of the development of the

PMP/AB; the drivers, factors and pathways that led to aquatic disease emergence; and the need to
place biosecurity in parallel with any aquaculture development by all producing countries.

The PMP/AB has four stages and uses the principles of being risk-based, progressive and collaborative
and the important role of public—private sector partnership. Countries at whatever stage of

aquaculture development has an entry  point to PMP/AB. Through guidance documents,  toolkits and
capacity building, countries will be guided towards sustainable management of the aquatic organism
health. One of the strengths of PMP/AB, is that regardless of the extent at which it is applied, it can

make a positive impact. It is hoped that with the help of PMP/AB, disease burden is reduced, One
Health goals achieved and the contributions of aquatic food systems to food security are ensured.
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